
40TH ANNIVERSARY PROGRAM OF EVENTS. 
 
Saturday 23rd &  Sunday 24th 
 
BIAQ Cairns Boat Show [small boat &  Tackle show] 
Fishing &  Mar ine Film Festival. 
 
Monday 25th  
 
Tournament Br iefing &  welcome night, including showing of 
histor ical game fishing  footage. 
 
Tuesday 26th  to Fr iday 29th 
 
Black Mar lin Tag &  Release Tournament. 
This Tournament has been invited to be a qualifying event  for  
the prestigious Rolex-IGFA Offshore Championship. 
 
Thursday 28th &  Fr iday 29th 
 
International Billfish  Symposium. 
 
Fr iday 29th &  Saturday 30th 
 
International Boat &  Trade Show, includes on water  displays 
At Cairns Mar lin Mar ina. 
Mar ine Ar t &  Photography exhibition. 
 
Saturday September  30th 
 
Gala Presentation night &  induction into Cairns Game Fishing 
“ Hall of Fame.”  
 

CONTACT :  blackmar lin40th@cpgfa.asn.au 
FOR EXPRESSIONS 0F INTEREST TO 
SPONSOR OR PARTICIPATE IN EVENT. 



CAIRNS BLACK MARLIN 40TH ANNIVERSARY. 
 

 
The Black Marlin game fishing industry, based in Cairns, Tropical North Queensland, Australia is world renown, with  
anglers travelling from all over to participate in this world class fishery.  
 
On the 25th of September, 1966, American crewman, Richard C. Obach fishing on a crew day with Captain George 
Bransford on his game fishing vessel “Sea Baby 1” caught a large black marlin off Euston Reef, approximately                
30 nautical miles from Cairns. This marlin, weighing 1,064 pounds was caught using 80  pound (37 kg) line. It turned out 
to be a new world record, eclipsing the old mark of 871 pounds and the first marlin ever caught on rod and reel over 
1,000 pounds using 80 pound line. 
 
The capture of this fish put Cairns on the world game fishing map, and was the commencement of international tourism 
that Cairns is now famous for. Since that day, tens of thousands of anglers have enjoyed the fishing in the Cairns       
region, injecting in excess of 60 million dollars annually into the local economy. Bob and Dolly Dyer, Lee Marvin,      
Ernest Borgnine, Jack Nicklaus and Greg Norman are just a few of the well known personalities who have fished for the 
Black Marlin in Cairns. Boat and engine manufacturers, equipment  suppliers, tackle shops, maintenance services,    
service providers, airlines and hotels are just some of the businesses that have benefited directly from this industry.   
The flow on benefits to other related business and individuals also runs into tens of millions of dollars annually. 
 
To celebrate this historic event, The Cairns Professional Game Fishing Association Inc. will host a week of events to 
showcase the industry involvement in the community since that momentous day. Commencing on Saturday September 
23rd, 2006 and finishing on Saturday September 30th, 2006. 
 
The scientific Community is supporting  this event wholeheartedly, with the theme of the week being the  Marlins and 
their association with the Great Barrier Reef.  
The symposium to be held on Thursday and Friday will include papers by a number of renowned Research scientists. 
 
Some of the finest sport fishing boats in the world will be here, with the cream of the world’s crews vying for honours in 
the tag and release tournament.  It is advisable to book a boat now, to ensure you have a berth in this tournament. This 
is an opportunity for boat and engine manufactures, tackle and electronic distributors etc., to showcase their product  
directly to their customers with our on water displays at the Marlin Marina, and a trade show at the Cairns Convention 
Centre.  Artists and photographers will also be able to promote their    talent to a large number of anglers and visitors. 
The Saturday gala presentation dinner will include an  induction into the Cairns Game Fishing “Hall of Fame” which  will 
recognize and acknowledge the contribution made by many dedicated people to this, the world’s best Black Marlin    
fishery.  
 
National and international television crews will be on hand to record the anniversary celebrations with the presentation 
of historical footage of the early days of Cairns game fishing on Monday the 25th and Saturday the 30th not to be missed.  
 
You are invited to participate in this unparalleled event, with expressions of interest to any of the proposed events being 
invited by the committee. Levels of sponsorship packages are available, and these can be requested from the          
committee.  
 
Regular information updates will be available, and these can be requested through our e-mail, or you can obtain them 
via the web site.                           
 

                                 Black Marlin 40th Anniversary  
  Cairns Professional Game Fishing Association 

P.O. Box 5722 
Cairns 4870 

Queensland. Australia 
Phone 07 40952260 

International 61 7 40952260 
Fax 07 40952208 

International 61 7 40952208 
Mobile for Laurie Wright 0427 556039 

International 61 427 556039 
 E-mail; blackmarlin40th@cpgfa.asn.au 

       Website: ; www.cpgfa.asn.au 
 

 
 
Tight Lines, 
 
Laurie Wright,  
Chairman; Cairns Black Marlin 40th Anniversary Committee 


